Lent 4 25   2 Cor  5  Message of Reconciliation 				reused from 2016


Grace mercy and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Seated

The title of the sermon today is:  The Message of Reconciliation

Our text is verses 18 to 21 of the Epistle lesson: We will look at it in a minute

I use a number of texts in the sermon, but they are mostly familiar to you so I will not put them up on the screen. Most of the thoughts in my sermon today are a summary of concepts in the booklet I wrote titled “The Message of Reconciliation” that most of you have read. So today is a review of those concepts. If you had 20 minutes or half an hour to share the Message of Reconciliation with someone what could you say? Start with a quick prayer for help and guidance. First let’s look at our text:

2 Corinthians 5: 18 – 21    All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  Here ends our text.


The reoccurring thought in our text is: “God gave us the ministry of reconciliation” “God has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us”. This concept is that God have given the responsibility for letting the whole world know what God had done for us; upon us who are already Christians, already reconciled. We are Christ’s ambassadors here on earth. We are to speak to others on behalf of Christ and let them know that God wants to be reconciled to them. We know they are destined for an eternity of torment in hell unless they are reconciled to God. So God is basically saying “if you really cared about the eternal destiny of those around you, you will tell them the message, the message of reconciliation!!

What is that message we are to bring to those who do not know God? Our text lays it out: “God is reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them” and “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God”. That is the gospel in a nutshell. ….   However Satan has been very busy in our society making it so that people do not grasp the message. 

The first thing that blocks the ears of so many people today is that humans are not created creatures of God, but rather are a more highly evolved animal. My sermon last time we met was on this, so a quick summary follows. There is nothing to be gained by debating the pros and cons of creation science vs. evolution science. That debate misses the main point. All humans are spiritual beings with an eternal existence. When God created all the land animals he did so inmass, or all species at once, but humans were created uniquely, not at the same time as other animals because humans were to be different from animals. Humans were the last of God’s creations. God created man in his image and then breathed his spirit into him. So humans are composite beings, they have a body like animals, but also a spirit. That spirit possessed will, intellect and emotions, what we call a soul. So often people think of their cognitive or intellectual abilities, their will and their emotions as a function of their physical brain. But God, angels, Satan and his demons do not have a physical brain and yet they can communicate, express emotions and they have the ability to reason, think and draw conclusions. It is because humans have a spirit with a will, intellect and emotions that operates in conjunction with their brain that has allowed them to develop the modern society that we now live in, while no animal has “evolved” to develop a society anything like ours. Animal also have will, intellect and emotions, but it is limited solely to a function of their physical brain. We call that level of cognitive functioning instinct. No animal can or ever will evolve as humans have. ….. The point of bringing up this concept though is not to “convert them to creationism, but rather to have them see that humans are spiritual beings, who live on after death. The reason Satan has brought about the concept of evolution is so that people will not think about their eternal destiny. If you understand that you are a spiritual being that lives on after death, you will be concerned about your eternal destiny. If you think you are just an animal then you will live your live only for this brief time we spend here on this earth. 

Then there is another concept that is very prevalent in non-believers minds. There is a judgement after death and you go to heaven if you have been good, and you go to hell if you have been bad. Even the cartoonists of today depict this concept, with a long stairway up to heaven and St. Peter there at the gates of heaven with a large book with all you have ever done written in it. A judgement is made based on what is written in the book. The good is balanced against the bad. If you have not been good enough you fall off the stairway down to hell. If the person you are witnessing to has some familiarity with Christianity and or scripture the concept will be reinforced by the numerous times the bible talks about a judgement at the end of the age, and by the numerous scripture verses that encourage Christians to live holy and chaste lives.

At this point, if possible, you can get out your bible and share with them the parable of the sheep and the goats found in Matthew 25, asking before you read that they tell you how and when the decision is made if one is a sheep or a goat. After reading how the judgement lists all the good things the sheep did and all the good things the goats did not do the listener will undoubtedly say the decision was based on how good you have been, and the decision was made at the time of the judgement. At that point you can point out that the decision was made “as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats”. And that separation was made before the judgement. In other words it was already decided if you are going to heaven or hell before the judgment begins. And a shepherd does not need to make a judgement in order to tell if a sheep is a sheep and a goat is a goat. He can tell just by looking.

You can also point out that Christians all sin daily and bad people still do many good things, but   in this judgement of Matt. 25 no mention is made of any sins of the sheep and no mention is made of any good thing the goats have done. There is no balancing of the good against the bad. You are either a sheep or a goat, there is no in between. ….    So how can God look at us and instantly tell if we are a sheep or a goat you can ask? Well he can see his Holy Spirit in us if we are a Christian. It is obvious to God if we are his believers or not.
 
There is one more concept that is helpful for non-believers to understand before you go on to the actual message of reconciliation. Ask them if they know what is wrong with them that they have to be saved, that they need to be reconciled to God. Most will claim not to know, but some may say it is because they are sinners. Well it is much more than the fact that we are all sinners. In the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve disobeyed God they were told that the consequence of disobedience was death. After being created as eternal beings, they began the process of dying at that moment they sinned, they were now mortals who all face death. But even more tragically Adam and Eve became spiritually dead, spiritually separated from God the moment they sinned. They became naturally inclined to sin and blamed each other, Satan, and even God for their own disobedience. They noticed they were naked and became afraid of God, hiding from him when he came into the garden. This natural inclination to sin we call our sinful nature. Every person who is born inherits this condition from Adam and Eve. It is not something that comes upon us after we first sin; we are described in the bible as conceived in iniquity and born in sin.

So it is not just our sin that must be removed from us, but the sinful condition we are born with that must be undone. Jesus called this undoing being Born Again and stated plainly that unless a person is born again they cannot enter the Kingdom of God. This is why every person must be saved, must be reconciled to God. If the sinful condition all are born with is not undone, if we are not born again, the unreconciled person faces an eternity in a place of torment called hell. ….  This is not a fairy tale or scare tactic, but the reality for every human being because we are all spiritual beings with an eternal existence. Everyone, Christian or non-Christian, lives on after death as spiritual beings for eternity. ….    At this point it is very important that you tell the prospect that it is God’s express desire that everyone be saved, be reconciled to him. He takes no pleasure in having anyone wind up in hell.    …….

Now understanding these 3 concepts, that we are spiritual beings with an eternal existence, that you do not get into heaven by being good, and why every person must be saved, the person you are witnessing to is ready for the actual message of reconciliation. How did God undo what happened in the Garden of Eden? Start with that verse everyone is familiar with, John 3: 16   For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Jesus was born in a supernatural way, conceived by the Holy Spirit, and grew up as most children do under the guidance of his parents. However he did not sin in his entire life even though he was tempted mightily by Satan throughout his ministry. He lived that perfect life for us, on our behalf, because God knew we cannot live a perfect life, that in fact we sin daily. This perfect life made Jesus righteous in his own right, and because of the other work he did on earth that righteousness is credited to us as a free gift. Or as our text said “we become the righteousness of God. 
Once grown up Jesus ministered on earth for about 3 years, demonstrating who he was and confirming all he taught through the many miraculous acts he performed. In those 3 years he raised up 12 disciples who were to go on to birth the church after he left. In obedience to God he then went to Jerusalem knowing what awaited him, and willingly suffered brutally at the hands of the authorities and died, on the cross,  innocent of any sin in his life, dying the death we all deserve because of our sin. He willingly and in love took the punishment we deserve upon himself. While dying on the cross, the sin of all mankind, past, present, and future was laid upon him. And the wrath of God for all that sin was taken out on Jesus. Scripture declares that the wages of sin is death. Jesus paid the price for the sin of all mankind on our behalf. He died the death we deserve. Or as our text said “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us”. 

Jesus was buried in a tomb, but as he foretold his disciples, on the third day he rose from the grave, demonstrating his power over death, and his victory over Satan, who had held the power of death. Jesus’ resurrection is our assurance that all he has promised has or will come about. Jesus showed himself to his disciples and taught them over the next 40 days and then ascended into heaven where he now sits at the right hand of God, with all power and authority delegated to him. The summary of Jesus’ work is in our text: “God is reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them”. 

So Jesus paid the price for our sin, appeased God’s anger toward mankind for that sin and opened the door for all mankind to be reconciled with God. About a week after he ascended to heaven He sent the Holy Spirit upon the believers gathered in Jerusalem. The believers heard the sound of a violent wind and tongues of flame appeared above their heads and they began to speak in languages they did not learn. The noise gathered a crowd and Peter addressed them explaining all that was happening at that moment and what had happened to Jesus by quoting scripture. The crowd was cut to the heart at Peter’s message and asked what they must do? Peter replied “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]……….Remember we said that when we die God will be able to recognize us instantly as Christians because we have the Holy Spirit in us. Well we receive the free gift of the Holy Spirit when we are baptized. We use ordinary things, water and words in baptism, but God at the same time is undoing the spiritual death all men are born with. He reconciles us with the free gift of the forgiveness of our sins and the placing of His Holy Spirit in us. We are born again and become a new creation!

Friend you can ask, do you want to be saved and receive the free gift of eternal life. Jesus said “he who believes and is baptized will be saved”. Come to church with me next Sunday and you will learn even more about this absolutely free gift of reconciliation with God and eternal life with him.

……..    So now back to us who have been given the ministry of reconciliation, who are to speak on God’s behalf to all those who have not been reconciled to God. I have given a full account of the message of reconciliation in 15 minutes. That’s less time than it takes to have a coffee with a friend. You do not have to give them the full meal deal. You can also just tell them how much you get out of church and a relationship with Jesus and invite them to Church. You can also get and give them a copy of the booklet. And always keep in mind that we have been charged with the message of reconciliation. The actual reconciliation or conversion is the work of God. We are 100% successful if we speak the message, regardless of the outcome. There needs to be no fear of failure. Just speak the message and leave the rest up to God.  

Peter tells us to “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” If you do not feel prepared, my recommendation would be to review the booklet I wrote a number of times until you do feel comfortable sharing the message of reconciliation. There is no greater joy for a Christian than to watch God use them to snatch someone from the fire. 

Amen.   

May the peace of God which transcends all understanding guard you hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 


