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Grace mercy and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Seated
Our sermon is based on the verse 20 of the epistle reading and is titled “ We Are Spiritual Beings”.  Let’s look at it again 
Phil. 3:20a  “But our citizenship is in heaven.”
You should be familiar with much of this sermon today, it is based on chapter one of the booklet I wrote “The Message of Reconciliation” and I have preached on this previously. The fact that we are spiritual beings is a concept I refer to often in my sermons. I hope it serves as a useful review. 
…   One of the great deceptions fostered by Satan and his cohorts concerns the origins of man. They would have us believe that man evolved from or alongside of apes. Among the scientific community there is widespread consensus that those who believe in creation by God are religious right wing radicals who are blinded by a strict interpretation of scripture. They are often heard to say “there is no credible scientist who accepts creation”.
However those Christians who accept creation without compromise know that while they are in the minority, there are a great many very credible scientists who accept the creation of man by God. There are also many who reject evolution but accept a compromised version of pure creation called intelligent design – i.e. – perhaps we were brought into existence by an alien intelligence. There have always been a great many problems with life itself coming into being by chance and man coming into being through evolution, and as science progresses these problems only multiply. Those who understand the complexity of our DNA are among many of today’s scientists who reject evolution and the whole concept that man evolved from or along side of apes. Christian creationist do not deny evolution within species, they deny evolution from one species to another. 
This deception from Satan has shipwrecked the faith of many young Christians, especially in higher education. For many years now there have been many, many debates on this issue, and that debate rages on. If you put creation vs. evolution in your web browser you will get an enormous number of hits. The debate though for the most part misses the main point about the creation of man. We are more than just flesh and blood. We are spiritual beings. Read:
Genesis 1: 26   Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, 
God is a spirit. He does not consist of flesh and blood. He is a spiritual being that possesses will, intellect and emotions. Man was made in God’s likeness, he physically looked like God. Man was made in God’s image; he had a spirit that was the image of God. So man’s spirit possessed a will, intellect and emotions that were like Gods. It is important to dwell on this. So often we think of our will, intellect and emotions as solely a brain function; a function of our physical body. God does not have a physical brain, yet he possesses will, intellect and emotions. These attributes that deeply influence our actions are a function of our spirit together with our brain, and they define our being. It is this will, intellect and emotions that are like God’s that separated Adam from the animals. He was an order of creation above animals, not evolved from them. Animals also have will, intellect and emotions, but it is limited to a function of their brain. We generally call this level of functioning instinct. It is no accident that no animal has man’s mental capabilities.    …   Read:
Genesis 2: 7    the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
The breath of life breathed into Adam was the Spirit of God. Adam was created as a combination of flesh and blood, and a spirit. From a Christian perspective the term “living being” has a special significance in that a living being is a being that possesses the spiritual image of God”. For Christians it is this image of God that defines what we are as human beings, as Acts 17 says. Read:
Acts 17: 28    For in him (God) we live and move and have our being.
   …   The New Testament testifies to man as a spiritual being. The following verses indicate that the origins of man are not from this world, but from heaven and God. Jesus praying for his disciples said in:
Jn 17: 14 & 16   I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. …. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 
And our text for today. Read again:
Philippians 3: 20a    But our citizenship is in heaven. 
If your citizenship is not in the country you presently live in, then your origins are from elsewhere, you are an alien. In this instance Paul is saying our origins are from heaven. The apostle John confirms this in his first Epistle. Read: 
1John 4: 4  You, dear children, are from God 
The New Testament writers thought of themselves as aliens and strangers on earth, and referred to their physical bodies as a temporary dwelling – a tent. They saw themselves as spiritual beings, as beings that lived on after the death of their physical bodies.    …   Read the following 4 texts:
Hebrews 11: 13b    And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 
1Peter 2: 11   Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world,
2 Corinthians 5: 1 & 4a   Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. …….. For while we are in this tent, ….
2 Peter 1: 13 & 14   I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 
So again these verses make it plain that the New Testament writers thought of themselves as aliens and strangers on earth, and referred to their physical bodies as a tent, that is a temporary dwelling where they lived in on this earth. They saw themselves as spiritual beings, as beings that lived on after the death of their physical bodies.
On a personal level for me there is also secular evidence of humans as spiritual beings. I have heard and read of quite a number of people who in a near death experience “separate” from their bodies and see and hear what is happening around them from above themselves. For example, in one instance I read of, a man was being operated on in a hospital. He was clinically dead. He described himself as “floating” up in the room and watching and hearing what was being done and said. Some explain this phenomenon as a hallucination, but the similarity of the story told by those who experience this type of event would discount that explanation. If you accept humans as spiritual beings the explanation is simple. We have a spiritual part of us that exists within us but thinks, reasons, has emotions, sees and hears independently from our brain just as God thinks, reasons, displays emotion, sees and hears without a physical brain. This spiritual part of us lives on after death. This spiritual part of us has cognitive abilities far beyond that of animals and provides the thinking and reasoning abilities that we as humans have used to create the society in which we now live.
This spiritual part of us is not separate from us, nor does it exist alongside of us. It is a coexisting part of us. It is with us from our mother’s womb. Scripture indicates that God creates our spirit and knits us together in our mother’s womb. Read:
Psalms 139: 13 & 14a   For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
The fact that we are spiritual beings is the truth that Satan is working so hard to hide from us with the elaborate lie called evolution. Like all of Satan’s deceptions it is based on some truth. Evolution of animals is true. Dogs evolve into different dogs, horses into different horses. But dogs do not evolve into cats, into a different species.    ….   The reason for this deception by Satan is if we see ourselves as spiritual beings we realize that we have an eternal existence. Spirits do not die like our bodies do. All humans, Christian or not, live on after death. If you think of yourself as just another animal whose existence ends with death your focus in life could be describes as “eat drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die”. If you see yourself as a spiritual being with an eternal existence your focus in life would be very different.
Our sainted brother Ben once gave me a tape, the author and topic of which I have long forgotten, but it contained a visual description of eternity I have not forgotten. Imagine you are in a very large auditorium with high walls. Up in one corner near the ceiling is a single dot made with a very fine pencil. Next to the dot is a very fine line leading away from the dot parallel with the floor. This fine line continues all around the auditorium and just before touching the dot from the opposite side it drops down a tiny bit more than the width of the line and continues on around the auditorium again and again dropping down the same amount each time until after many many times around it reaches the floor.   …   If you think of your whole life on earth as the tiny dot, the line gives you an impression of what eternity is.
…   So ask yourself, are you living your life for the dot, or for the line? Is the whole meaning of your existence defined by the life you live in your physical body. Or do you see yourself as an eternal being. If you do then you are concerned about where you will spend that eternity. That is the reason Satan has promoted the deception called evolution, a deception that leads so many to reject God’s free offer of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. As I said, all humans are spiritual beings with an eternal existence. Without faith in Christ and what he has done for us that eternal existence is destined to be in a place separated from God called the Lake of Fire, a place of eternal torment.
…   Be confident of this truth. Adam was created in the image of God as a spiritual being. A combination of flesh and blood and a spirit. We all have a spirit as an integral part of ourselves that possesses will, intellect and emotions and that works in combination with our physical brains. It is having a spirit with this additional will, intellect and emotions that makes us different from animals. As spiritual beings we are an order of creation above animals. We are spiritual beings with an eternal existence. And because of our faith we can look forward with confidence to an eternal existence with God in the New Heaven and New Earth.   …    Read:
Revelation 21: 3b, 4    “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
While this is what we wait for, for now our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen    	    May the peace of God which transcends all understanding guard you hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, Amen.
