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Grace mercy and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Seated
The title of the sermon today is: Growing as Christians.
Our text is a portion of the epistle. I will read it again.	
1John 3: 2& 3   Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

While I am aiming this sermon at the confirmands, the concepts in it are applicable to all us Christians. Confirmands, you have now completed two years of education in the Lutheran faith so you can confirm what your parents did for you in baptism, so you can partake of the sacrament of communion with knowledge and also become members of this congregation. Some treat their confirmation as a sort of final graduation in the faith, they need no more “education”. But that is far from the truth. Jesus told his disciples in:
Matthew 17: 20b, 21     “if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you. ”
So since none of us have been moving mountains around lately, in that sense we are all still children in our faith, and need to be continually growing as Christians. Our text said “everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” That is everyone who hopes he is like Christ when Christ returns purifies himself as Christ is pure. That process of growing in our faith, of purifying ourselves is called sanctification. It is a lifelong journey whereby we become more and more like Christ who is altogether pure.
I like to use the two lists in Galatians 5: 19 – 23 in describing sanctification:
“The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. “
The first list describes our sinful nature that we are all born with. While baptism puts the Holy Spirit in us and removes all sin from us, because we still retain our sinful nature, we continue to sin. So all Christians are described as Saints and Sinners at the same time. For me sanctification is the transforming process in the life of Christians whereby they exhibit less and less acts of the sinful nature and more and more of the fruit of the Spirit. The process of sanctification puts tools into our lives or minds so the Holy Spirit, who was put into us in our baptism, can communicate with us and lead us. It allows us to better hear his voice. Sanctification is a life long process whereby we become more and more like Christ. It is a spiritual battle for control of our minds. God wants us to be transformed in our minds so we demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit in our lives naturally.
Now in your confirmation you no doubt learned that your salvation was entirely the work of Christ in your life. God has to draw and enable, choose and call us in order that we come to faith. We play no part in our salvation, God is the one who calls and chooses, we do not decide to become Christians. 
This is not the case with sanctification. While once again, God is the one who works sanctification in our lives, we play a vital role in sanctification by cooperating with God in our sanctification. God will not impose his will on us. When you bring a horse to the watering trough the horse has to do the drinking. In the same way God provides the means to grow up in our salvation, but we have to do the drinking.
How do we cooperate with God in our sanctification? God has given us tools that if we make use of will work sanctification in our lives. The first tool we have is the bible. When we read and study God’s word, the bible, that word works faith and sanctification in our lives. Romans 10: 17 says “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” Then Acts 26: 18b says “so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” So as we read our bible it works faith in us and that faith in turn works sanctification. But we have to be reading our bibles faithfully for this to happen. I use a bible called a daily reader. It has an OT reading, a psalm, a proverb and a new testament reading for each day of the year, and in this way I am able to read the whole bible each year. That is just an example. You can also just read daily in your bible and attend the bible studies offered by your congregation.
Another tool God offers us for sanctification is the confession of sin with absolution. We do that each Sunday in our services, but you can also go to your pastor for private confession and be absolved. When we participate in the writ of confession in our services, we confess before God all our known sin, then the pastor, with the authority of God, announces our absolution with these words “As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” As you learned in your studies, it is as if God himself is standing beside the pastor and absolving you of your sin. Jesus gave this authority to forgive sin to the apostles in John 20: 22, 23 where it says “And with that he breathed on them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”   …    That authority is passed down to pastors from the apostles in their ordination.   ….     Even if a pastor is not present your sins are forgiven when you confess your sin. We are told in 1 John 1:8& 9 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
As I said sanctification is a spiritual battle for control of our minds. One of Satan’s main tools in his war against Christians is guilt, guilt over our sin. When we confess our sin God makes it as if we had never sinned and so we are purified. Again our text said “And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.” As we are purified we become more and more like Christ who is totally pure. 
Another tool we have to cooperate with God in our sanctification is the sacrament of Holy Communion. Again as you learned in your lessons, in instituting the sacrament Jesus used these words “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” While you many have been absolved of all known sin previously in the service, communion goes even further providing forgiveness of sin you may not know of or have forgotten. As it says in 1 John 1:7 “the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”  So communion purifies us from all sin!
[bookmark: _GoBack]The sacrament also assures us of eternal life. In John 6: 53 & 54  Jesus said “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day”. That assurance of eternal life should motivate us to purify ourselves by participating with God in our sanctification. 
Also in John 6 Jesus uses the words “remain in me” when he said “For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.” We said through sanctification we want to see more of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. In John 15: 4 & 5 we are told “Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit”   …   So by partaking of communion we “remain in Christ” and by remaining in Christ we bear much fruit. That fruit is the fruit of the Spirit that makes us more and more like Christ, or produces sanctification. 
We can also participate with God in our sanctification by dedicated church attendance, by having and associating with Christian friends, listening and singing along with Christian music and the like. 
So then as I said,  sanctification is a spiritual battle for control of our minds. God wants us to be transformed in our minds, or our thinking, so we demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. As the Holy Spirit gains more and more influence in our lives; our nature will begin to change. We will gradually begin to die to the control of our sinful nature, and begin to do all that the 10 commandments and the bible expects of us naturally. We will not be motivated to do good things or obey the commandments because it is a requirement, because we have to, because the bible says so; but because the fruit of the Spirit has blossomed in our lives and good things just happen naturally. We are not motivated externally. Our mind is transformed. Our will power plays a role but not a transforming role. It is helpful to understand that because we have this sinful nature in us half the time our own will power is in the enemy’s camp. 
So confirmands, is sanctification of our lives important for Christians? Paul tells us why  in Romans 12: 2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  
Amen
May the peace of God which transcends all understanding guard you hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, Amen. 








