Redeemer Lutheran Church.  Mar 26, 2023.    Lent 5


Reused from 2014
Grace mercy and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Seated

The title of our sermon today is: We are not Condemned. 
Our text for today is our epistle lesson. Because it is quite detailed, let’s look at it again. Portions will also appear in the text of the sermon again: 
Romans 8: 1 – 11   Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.     Here ends our text
You have probably read or heard of some person who has been sentenced to death for some terrible crime. It may be years before all the appeals are done and a final date is set for the execution. In the meantime the condemned person sits in jail waiting that dreaded day. Fear, anxiety, remorse, and numerous other emotions plague their minds. It is a terrible condition to be in. Sadly, though they may not be aware of it that is the position of those who do not know Christ today. They stand condemned because of a law called sin and death. But for Christians the good news of today’s epistle lesson is that despite this law of sin and death, there is now no condemnation in store for us.
Our epistle text for today from Romans is a very technical portion of that letter. The whole of Romans is quite technical, but chapters 7 & 8 really get down to the nittly grittly of Christian life. Our text begins with the word “therefore”. Well therefore what. We have to go back to remind ourselves what chapter 7 is about in order to understand “therefore”. In chapter 7 Paul describes his own struggle with sin, read:
Romans 7: 15 – 19   I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 
This struggle with sin that Paul is describing is the same struggle with sin all Christians deal with on a daily basis. I often equate this struggle to the oft depicted cartoon scenario where a character has to make a decision concerning right or wrong, and a little devil is sitting on one shoulder whispering in his ear incentives to follow the wrong course. And a little angel is sitting on the opposite shoulder encouraging the character to follow the right course. It is a struggle we deal with every time we encounter temptations of any kind. Paul also describes this struggle in Galatians 5: 17, read:
Galatians 5: 17   For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 
This war, this struggle does not end in this life. Every Christian continues all his life to struggle with sin because his sinful nature resurrects itself daily and tries to regain control in every Christian’s life. Paul however offers some relief in this struggle at the end of chapter 7, read:
Romans 7: 24, 25   What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
The body of death Paul is referring to is his sinful nature. Who will rescue me from my sinful nature he is asking. Christ Jesus our Lord has rescued us from our sinful nature. Now we can look at the opening verses of our text in chapter 8, read again: 
Romans 8: 1& 2   Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
Therefore, because of what Christ has done for us by living a perfect life in our place, then willingly dying on the cross in our place and having all the sin of the world, past, present, and future placed on him as he died; there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus even though they sin daily! Why? Because the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. The law of sin and death is simple and is found in Romans 6: 23, read:
Romans 6: 23   For the wages of sin is death, 
Sin will kill you. It has been that way since the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve sinned. They died a spiritual death the moment they sinned, and began then to die a physical death. Adam and Eve were created as eternal beings, but sin made them mortal. They and everyone since them has died or will die. The law of sin and death is simple. Sin kills us. But through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross we have been set free from that law by a higher law, the law of the Spirit of life. 
The law of the Spirit of life is also simple. We see it in our OT lesson today, read: 
Ezekiel 37: 14   I will put my Spirit in you and you will live,
The Holy Spirit put in us in our baptism overcome death. This description of the transformation from death to life is also found in, read:
1 Corinthians 15: 17   For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

We are in Christ through the Holy Spirit in us, so the Holy Spirit makes us alive. We see this again in, read:
Ephesians 2: 1 - 5   As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
The law of the Spirit of life overcomes the law of sin and death. We see its benefits at baptism when the sin we inherited from Adam, and any sin we may have committed prior to baptism is wiped away, and we will see another great benefit at the return of Christ when our mortal bodies are resurrected to life eternal. And it is a great benefit in our struggle with sin as we live our life as Christians. Without the Holy Spirit in us we do not have that internal voice in us to lead us on the right path. Without the Holy Spirit in us we are described in the verse from Ephesians we just read as “gratifying the craving of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Our text in Romans continues on the same theme beginning in verse 5, read again:
Romans 8: 5 – 8   Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

Without the spirit we are controlled completely by our sinful nature. We only hear what that nature desires. The sinful mind is death, it is hostile to God, it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God…. Can you see a problem here? This sinful nature that is death, is hostile to God, does not submit to God’s law, and cannot please God is still in us, resurrecting itself every day to try to regain control of our lives. 
The key word to understand in this dilemma concerning our sinful nature resurrecting itself is control. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. While we will always have our sinful nature to contend with, simply having it does not mean it is in control. Paul goes on in our Romans text in verse 9, read:

Romans 8: 9   You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.
Paul writes to the Roman Christians and tells them that if they have the Spirit living in them they belong to Christ and are not controlled by the sinful nature. The sinful nature may rise up and lead us to sin. In fact it will do that often, but it is not in control just because we sometimes follow its lead and sin. Even the very best, the most mature, Christians have to admit that they are saints and sinners at the same time. But as Christians we have the Holy Spirit in us and we belong to Christ. The law of sin and death does not apply to us. The higher law of the Spirit of life sets us free from the law of sin and death. How was it possible that we could be set free from this law of sin and death? How is it possible that when we sin it does not lead to death? Verses 3 and 4 of our text explain, read again:
Romans 8: 3 & 4   For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 
God sent his son in the likeness of sinful man, in other words God’s son, Jesus became a human being; a man fully susceptible to all the temptations that can beset a man, and then after living a life without sin God made Jesus a sin offering in our place. The righteous condemnation that the law of sin and death required was fulfilled for us by Jesus Christ on the cross. In this way the righteous requirements of the law of sin and death were fully met. All the wrath of God for our sin was atoned for. Jesus accepted the consequences of the law of sin and death on our behalf and therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!! This central concept of our salvation is what the joy of being a Christian is all about. Christianity is the only faith in the world where our God does it all for us. In all other faiths the followers must do things to earn the favor of their deity. Christianity is unique in that our God is the one who frees us from the consequences of our sin and calls us to him with unconditional love. Once again the great and joyous news we can share with the world from the beginning of our text, read that once again:

Romans 8: 1, 2   Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
Remember that story of the condemned man I started with. Imagine the joy, the relief, the burden that would be lifted from this condemned person if there was a way for them to be set free from their condemnation. One day just before his set date of death the warden shows up with the news that the law that he was condemned under has been overridden by a higher law that sets him free from the law he was condemned under. The joy and relief would be beyond imagination. …… There are many in our circle of acquaintances who now stand condemned by the law of sin and death. We have the knowledge that can set them free from that condemnation. Let us lose our fear of sharing our faith, the simple story that Jesus accepted the consequences of the law of sin and death in our place. We, with the help of God, can set them free from the condemnation that is in them because of the law of sin and death. They will thank us in eternity. The joy, the peace, and the love that is in us because of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ can be in those condemned souls we snatch from the fire.
Amen  

May the peace of God which transcends all understanding guard you hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, Amen. 
